


\ie are in the Spanish port of Valcneia, this week, preparing for the next
at sea peried. When we leave, we will sce our ola friends of this task group
being rcilieved by new arrivels from the Stotes, as you know, we will stay in
the Med until the middle of Jenuary, s orginally scheduled,

During the next two weeks we will operate at sea with carricr SiR.TO0G: and
the guided missile cruiser LIT.WLE RUCK, enterin, the port of Waples on the 21st.

ifter Christmes we will go to Genoa, Italy, for a few days including New
Year and then porticipate in 2 small fleot exercise off Sardinic in early
January., We will haove a short stop in a southern French port, probably
harseilles, Our return date to the U.S, is still in doubt but I'm afraid it
will be longer than was originclly cxpected. I will advise you as soon as
our return date is official,

Just what our schedule will include after Jozuuary 20th is vegue at this tine
and subject to the usual unforescen chcnges. e are still scheduled to relieve
Tl SULLIV..NS in New York on the 1st of &4p 11 as the Navel Rescrve Training ship.
Incidentially, there has been no news on w -t the NRT home port shift will entail,
although we have a sciicdule of operations 2w which will be made available to
your PIERCElNaN shortly.

Just a word about mail, Pkeil scrvice: in the kwied is crratic at best, On
several occasions we have received mail poit morked four deys before in liorfolk,
and on equally as meny occasions, we have pad mail tocke 10-12 doys to meke the
same trip, Our people se¢um to be doing o ;reat job of writing to you, bosed on
the volume of mail being dispatched from tic ship., But let me urge you to keep
your letters coming as frequently as possille, cven though our return meil to you
may be slow in delivery. For thosc of us w1 @ ship at sca, a pleasant letter
from the fauwily is just about the best thi: ; we can ask for,

Separation during these holidays is espucially difficult but we will be with
you 2ll in spirit, The PIEKRCE is planning : lerge Christmas party ot an
orphanage in Naples, If we con't be with c¢.r own loved ones, we want to spread
the true meaning of Christmes to those who are luss fortunat., There is no
rmusic swecter than the "excitable loughtert of childrem who have Jjust been given
presents. _Our mern scen to enjoy these Childrens partics more thon the kidss - - —

It was heort werming to sse the burliest of petty officers carrying a little
L4 year old girl os though she were nicde of china and faking sure she could see
the certoons or that she got more ice cream than she could eat,

As I s2id earlicr in this letter, I will write again when I have firm
information about our return date,

With my very best personal wishes for a Blessed Christmcs and a prosperous
New Year, I rcmain

Sincercly yours,
d , 2 . i
W T -
Kénnoth & HYLIND
Commandigg Officer
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